
The Center is a Core for Law, Policy and Ethics for the 
Western Region Center of Excellence in Biodefense and 
Emerging Infectious Diseases

The LPEC focuses on six areas to support the WRCE 
scientific program development of therapeutics, diagnostics, 
and vaccines for category A-C agents:  Select agent rules, 
animal rule, vaccine approval processes, intellectual property, 
scientific publication and international human subject testing.

The Center for Biodefense, Law and Public Policy
Following a recommendation by the Texas Tech University System 
Task Force on Anti-Terrorism and Public Security in April 2002, the 
Center for Biodefense, Law and Public Policy was formally 
established in the fall of 2002. The establishment of the Center 
provides an opportunity for cross-disciplinary and interdisciplinary 
collaboration to seek solutions in the complex area of biodefense. A 
wide range of disciplines, from law to forensic pathology, are 
represented by the Center’s 15 faculty members.  Dr. Victoria Sutton, 
from the Texas Tech School of Law, was named the Director of the 
Center in September 2002.

Contact

Victoria Sutton, MPA, PhD, JD

Director
Texas Tech University
School of Law
1802 Hartford
Lubbock, Texas 79409
email: vickie.sutton@ttu.edu Phone:

(806) 742-3990 ext.264

Biodefense Law Certificate
AN interdisciplinary Approach                                to Problem Solving 

In A Complex Society

Texas Tech University School of Law

Professor Sutton’s                     Law 
and Bioterrorism course was 
designated a “Cool Course” in     The 
National Jurist, Fall 2003. 

COURSE REQUIREMENT:
One Core Course is required:
______ 6007 Law and Bioterrorism (3)

At least four of the electives must come from this list:
______ 6242 Bioethics (2)
______ 6021 Domestic Terrorism Rights and                         

Responsibilities (2)
______ 6089 Environmental Enforcement (2-3)
______ 6327 Environmental Law (3)
______ 6210 Federal Civil Rights (2)
______ 6212 Human Rights (2)
______ 6306 International Business Transactions (3)
______ 6006 Law and Biotechnology (3)
______ 6013 Law and Ethics of Clinical Research (2)
______ 6272 Law and Psychiatry (2)
______ 6038 Law, Science Policy and Scientific Evidence (3)
______ 6045 Military Criminal Justice (2-3)
______ 6277 National Security Law (2)
______ 6305 Public Health Law (3)
______ 6342 Public International Law (3)

ANNUAL PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENT
may be met by any of the following:

❑ Join and become an officer of the                                                         
Biodefense Law Student Association                                                         
(est in 2003)

❑ Center Fellowship competition to work with the Center 
for Biodefense, Law and Public Policy, the only   
Center specializing in biodefense law in the U.S.

❑ Externships 

❑ Present your research at the Annual Law and Science 
Symposium held at Texas Tech University

The only Biodefense Law Certificate offered                                    
at a School of Law in the U.S. since 2003

WRITING REQUIREMENT:

Opportunity to work with faculty who know 
the field of biodefense law

Opportunity for presentation and                      
publication of your research
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